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property. According to Ibn al-Qalanisi he was appointed
^^x—J! ^, and is described as Katib al-Jaish, Secretary
to the Army Office. He must have played a leading part in
the military administration of Syria, as all orders from the
Caliph al-*Aziz or his Vizier Ya'qub b. Killis, when transmitted
to the then Governor of Syria, Baltakin, were also addressed
to him as the closest collaborator of the Governor. From
Ya*qub b. Killis Manasha used to receive instructions regarding
the conduct of civil and military affairs in Syria.1 In spite of all
intrigues, revolts, and conspiracies of the Syrian officials,
he always kept his faith with al-"'Aziz and his Vizier., with
whom he was obviously connected for years by a linlr
of trust.
He appears in the sources again after the death of Yaequb
b. Killis, when a Coptic Christian, "Isa b. Xestorius, was
appointed Vizier by al-'Aziz. Manasha must have rendered
important services to the Fatimid administration in Syria,
for he was appointed (990) the representative of the new
Vizier and governor in Syria.2
Of his activities as governor the sources report no more
than his one-sided policy regarding Government personnel.
Thus we are told : " 'Isa b. Nestorius was a Christian. He
administered affairs, amassed money and favoured the
Christians, whom he placed in office to the exclusion of the
Muslim clerks and officials. In Syria he appointed as his
deputy a Jew named Manasha b. Ibrahim b. al-Farrar, who
dealt with the Jews as *Isa dealt with the Christians ; so
that the followers of these two religions came into occupation
of all the offices." 2
The opposition resulting from this one-sided policy regarding
personnel led to his speedy dismissal by the Caliph. The
sources 3 report that one of the Muslims drew up a complaint
1	Ihn ol-Qalani&i, pp. 25, 29-30, 33, 40.
2	Ibn Iy*s> i. 48-9.
3	Ibn aZ-Athir, is, 20, 54 ; Ibn al-Qdlanisi, pp. 28-33 ;   Eclipse, iii, 185.
These sources shcrvr obviously a tendency against the alii adh-Dhimma.

